
 

 

 Since its formation in 2001, the Champlain Watershed 

Improvement Coalition, Inc. has become a regional leader in developing 

and coordinating successful conservation  projects on the New York side of 

the Lake Champlain Basin.   

 Its membership includes representatives from the regionôs five Soil 

and Water Conservation Districts, county Water Quality Committees, 

regional, county and local planning boards, and many other partner 

organizations.   

 By working together in a coordinated, watershed approach, 

CWICNY has managed to secure over $2 million in grants in recent years.  

Every dollar acquired goes towards the protection of the water quality of 

Lake Champlain. 

 This Annual Report provides a brief summary of projects, programs 

and initiatives undertaken by CWICNY and its members throughout the 

watershed in 2010.   

CWICNY MISSION:  To provide a coordinated effort to improve water quality and other natural resources within 

the New York Lake Champlain Counties through project implementation. 
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Photo:  Lake Champlain, looking west over Willsboro Point, NY 



  

 Agricultural waste runoff from precipitation and  

snowmelt is a large contributor to non -point source  

phosphorus pollution in Lake Champlain and itõs tributaries.  

 However, local farmers, with the help of CWICNY, are 

doing their part to reduce agricultural waste runoff from their 

lands by incorporating waste management plans and systems 

into their operations.  

 In 2010, farms within Clinton and Washington counties      

utilized CWICNYõs EPA Targeted Watershed grant funding to 

construct waste containment units and barnyard runoff     

management systems.  

Agricultural Projects 
Land - Use Comparison for NY Lake Champlain Watershed*        
  
Land Use                          Urban              Agriculture            Brush           Forest           Water        Wetland         Barren  Urban-Open  
         
Area (Hectares)             36,643      66,236                    23,647         565,725         30,194         14,049  493     11,137 

* Source:  LCBP  Technical Report No. 54 

"Updating the Lake Champlain   Basin Land 

Use Data to Improve  Prediction of Phosphorus 

Loading"   

      

 Clinton County utilized CWICNYõs Targeted  

Watershed funding to cost -share two barnyard projects in 

northern Clinton County. The barnyard projects were  

implemented on a dairy and beef farm which were allowing 

animals to congregate in open, outdoor areas for the benefit 

of herd health and exercise.   

 These areas are typically exposed to the natural  

elements and especially susceptible to deep muddy condi-

tions or nutrient runoff after precipitation. With this funding, 

both farms have completed projects coving these areas.  

 The animals are now protected and barnyard runoff is          

eliminated throughout the year.  Containing the manure will 

enable the farmers to collect and recycle it onto their fields 

for use as soil fertilization at the appropriate time .   

        

 Washington Countyõs priority implementation project 

was a new slurry waste storage unit in southern Lake  

Champlain, Mettawee River sub -watershed.  

 This large, round, above ground 62 -foot by 68 -foot unit 

is constructed out of  prefabricated steel and replaced an 

earthen pit which the farm had previously constructed and 

utilized for many years (Before & After photos).  

  Cost-share funding for the project included closure 

(filling in) of the old earthen storage pit and the purchase and 

construction of the steel Slurrystore unit. Construction of an 

additional 80 -foot by 16 -foot concrete reception pit and the 

installation of a manure pump to transfer the waste from the 

reception pit to the main storage was also included.  

 The new waste management system will allow for safe, 

long term storage of manure and milk center wastewater until 

soil and weather conditions are suitable for field application 

in accordance with the farmõs Comprehensive Nutrient     

Management Plan (CNMP).  

Outdated earthen waste storage area and 

transfer system, Washington County.  
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Washington County. 

Uncovered Barnyard 


